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Their bodies are longer than school
buses. They croon to their mates.
Their bones have been made into
corsets and bracelets; oil from their
fat has lit our homes and cleaned our
fl oors. They are Whales: Giants of the 
Deep, subject of a new exhibit at the
American Museum of Natural His-
tory (Central Park West, at W. 79th St., y

1.212.769.5200, Mar. 23-Jan. 5, 2014).
On tour from Te Papa Tongarewa, the 
national museum of New Zealand
(whose Maori culture accords the
massive mammals mythological 
status), the show features skulls and 
skeletons, a crawl-through replica of 
a whale heart and a virtual hunt for a
tasty squid supper.

STAY AWAY, CAPTAIN AHAB 

Above: A ca. 1850 Indian court painting, from gallery
Prahlad Bubbar, an Asia Week New York exhibitor.k

Left: The Pier Antiques Show features vintage ceramics.

A sperm whale dwarfs 
a human diver. 

 ART SCENE
Treasure Trove
DEALERS’ CHOICE
Mounted by the venerable Art Deal-
ers Association of America, The Art
Show (Park Avenue Armory, Park w
Ave., at E. 67th St., 1.212.488.5550, 
Mar. 6-10) celebrates its silver an-
niversary in 2013, and its 25th lineup
is sterling, indeed. While all the 
participants are homegrown galler-
ies, the works span continents and
eras: This is the sort of show where
an 1897 lush landscape by Childe 
Hassam (from Debra Force Fine Art)
resides in one corner, a 2005 stuff ed
tattooed pig sculpture by Wim
Delvoye (from Sperone Westwater)
in another and a 1959 mixed-media
work by Salvatore Scarpitta (from
Marianne Boesky Gallery) in a third.
Some dealers mount mini exhib-
its; Cubism and Pop from Richard 
L. Feigen & Co. promises to be an 
especially eye-catching display.

EASTERN BREEZES
Americans’ fascination
with the fi ne and decora-
tive arts of Asia continues 
to grow—which helps
explain why an unprec-
edented 43 local and
international dealers are
participating in Asia Week 
New York (AsiaWeek
NewYork.com, Mar. 15-23)
this year. Shown in various
venues around town, the 
precious pieces range 
from ancient Japanese
roof tiles to contemporary 
Chinese paintings by 
abstract artist Zhu Jin Shi.
But the emphasis is on
traditional works that, be
they a bronze bodhisattva
or a scroll painted by an 
emperor’s hand, conjure 
up exquisite arts and
exotic civilizations. 

RIVERSIDE SPECIALS
Tying in to Asia

Week, many of the 
vendors at the Pier
Antiques Show
(Pier 94, 12th Ave., at W.
55th St., 1.973.808.5015, 
Mar. 16-17), are Far Eastern
specialists in everything
from Sichuan province
skirts to ceremonial Japa-
nese tea bowls. Ceramics is 

a second theme of the fair: 

The American Art Pottery Associa-
tion is mounting a display of historic
items, while a plethora of pots (plus 
vases, tiles, etc.) are on off er by
AAPA members. Otherwise, it’s the
Pier Show’s usual rich cornucopia
of collectibles, furnishings, paper
goods and vintage clothing for both 
him and her. 
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