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ASIA WEEK

2014 will bring the Chinese art world with numourous exciting events, includ-

BY YING HUANG

ing the sixth annual launch of Asia Week New York. The nine-day celebration of
Asian art will present special events, exhibitions, and auctions by major auction
houses, art dealers, museums, and institutions. Participants include the Metro-
politan Museum of Art, the American Museum of Natural History, the Guggen-
heim, the Asia Society, the China Institute, Christie’s, Sotheby’s, and many more.

“We have 45 dealers coming from all over the world to show their very best
works of Asian art,” said Carol Conover, Chairman of Asia Week New York.

A considerable number of art dealers will be showcasing and selling valu-
able Chinese art. Major auction houses will host viewings and auctions of
many fine Chinese works, including Chinese ceramics, classical Chinese
paintings, jade carvings, calligraphy, Huanghuali furniture, and Shuimo wa-
ter ink contemporary ink paintings.

Chinese art has become increasingly important on the world art stage,
as evidenced by the increased attention to and interest in ancient, modern
(20th century), and contemporary Chinese art. This past year, Asia Week 2013
closed with 175 million dollars in sales, up 5 million from the previous year.

“Chinese art is clearly the leader in the auction house sale totals,” noted
Conover. “The high prices put Chinese art in the same category with impor-
tant Western art and therefore level the playing field.”

The high prices in Chinese art are believed to be a result of “the overall
acceleration of prices for what is authentic [in Chinese art,” remarked con-
temporary Chinese art specialist and art dealer Michael Goedhuis. As the de-
mand for authentic Chinese art from savvy and newly rich Chinese collectors

increases, Chinese art holds an increasingly crucial role on the arts stage.
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Goedhuis, who will be showcasing works at Asia Week, believes there is
now a momentum in recognition towards Chinese ink painting. “Ink painting
is the best contemporary expression of Chinese history and civilization,”
Goedhuis said.

In addition to the growing interest in art by the wealthy in China, a world-
wide interest in contemporary art in general has spurred the popularity of
Chinese contemporary art, according to Conover.

“I believe the Chinese will probably produce the best art of the 21st century,”
said Conover. “It is only beginning now. The artistic output, coupled with tre-
mendous know-how in technology, makes a powerful combination in China.”

The increased interest in Chinese contemporary art is evident in the
Metropolitan Museum of Art’s first ever dedicated exhibition on Chi-
nese contemporary art. Titled “Ink Art: Past as Present in Contemporary
China,” the exhibition presents seventy works by contemporary Chinese
artists of the past three decades. Unlike other contemporary art exhibi-
tions, the art will be juxtaposed with traditional works, giving the viewers
a sense of the culture and history that has enriched these contemporary
art pieces.

For those new to contemporary Chinese art, major auction house Chris-
tie’s will host a two-day course during the beginning of Asia Week on the
subject. The China Institute will also introduce an evening event, where
Hong Kong-based artist Lam Tung-pang and New York-born artist Arnold
Chang present their work and speak about contemporary Chinese land-
scape painting. The conversation will be moderated by Jane DeBevoise,
Chair of Asia Art Archive.

Taking place between March 14 to 22, The Asia Week 2014 brochure will
be available at all participating galleries and auction house partners, helping
Chinese art collectors and aficionados get the most out of this exciting cel-
ebration of Asian art and culture. YUE Magazine will be the media sponsor

for the upcoming celebration. =
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Dehua export porcelain libation cup in the shape of a
rhinoceros horn c. 1700, Kangxi reign, Qing dynasty
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